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"Landscapes are an inexhaustible source of life/ says
Kuo Hsi, and the Sung Age in particular developed this
religious sense of nature's mysteries* Nor has any age sur-
passed it in the portrayal of divine beings. The great
Kwan-yin of Mu Chi is flanked by apes and cranes, sym-
bols of lonely and beautiful scenes, and the saints and
Buddhas of Li Lung-mien are visions of majesty and sub-
limity, as great as those of his mountain peaks. Heaven,
Nature, and Man are the three-in-one of this great art; and
men like Li Lung-mien and Mi Fei and Su Shih would
gather in the famous Western Garden for aesthetic enjoy-
ment and inspiration, A scroll of Li Lung-mien shows
them gathered in this lovely spot. He has also left us a
vigorous portrait of Wang An-shih entitled 'Meditations'.
The great man is seen passing under an avenue of old
trees; and a further glimpse into his character is given us
in his poems, one so typical of the sensitive spirit of his
time that we may well quote it here:
'Tis midnight, all within the house is still:
The water-clock has stopped—no sound of any kind;
Yet sleep is banished by the moon, whose skill
Throws ever-changing shadows on the blind.
With Zen monks and Japanese literati this delicate
spiritual discernment and this almost morbid sensitiveness
to beauty passed to Japan, where it may be studied in the
Ashikaga era, and seen at work inspiring Sesshu and his
school. Itspreads westward too to Persia, and so to India; and
China is oncemorea centreof great and sublime inspiration.
Treasured in Japan for example are the exquisite black
and white studies of Mu Chi or Mokkei, whose son became
a Japanese and founded a school. These Zennists deepened
that natural love of beauty and of cleanliness and order
which make Japan unique in Asia. In Persia the miniaturist
found new inspiration in the exquisite forms of plant and
insect, as in the romantic loves of heroes and heroines, For
man and nature are one; and nature is felt to be in sym-
pathy with man's life, as man attunes himself to hers.
The pantheism of the Sung philosophers now deepens

